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PRE-CONFERENCE
Tuesday, March 21

1:00 pm – 4:30 pm
Let’s Get Interactive with All Ages  
Brene Duggins
Part 1: Looking for interactive ideas and activities for all 
ages? Join 2022 NFPA Educator of the Year, Brene Duggins, 
as she shares ideas for all ages. The presentation will be 
broken into age groups with templates and pre-built 
activities for you to use in your department. 

Part 2: Are you excited about using interactive activities 
in your department’s educational programs and are not 
sure how to build them? Or even use them? Join Ms. D as 
she walks through building and using interactive activities 
step-by-step. Be sure to bring a device because this will 
be an interactive workshop where you will be able to build 
activities for your own department. 

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm

Early Registration and Hospitality Bar  
Early arrival registration will be in the Plaza room, just off the 
hotel lobby.

Wednesday, March 22
6:30 am – 8:00 am
Registration at the Conference Center
Breakfast    sponsored by

8:00 am – 8:30 am 
Opening Remarks

8:30 am – 10:00 am
Change YOUR Mindset, Change YOUR Community  
Dr. Candice McDonald
The needs of the fire service and our 
communities are constantly changing, but 
the passion for serving remains strong in the 
American fire service. Change, however, is 
often met with resistance. Organizations and 
individuals that fail to embrace change can 
become paralyzed and fail to meet the needs 
of their stakeholders. Learn how changing your mindset and 
personal approach can positively impact those you work with 
and the community you serve. 

10:00 am – 10:30 am  |  Break
sponsored by

10:30 am – 12:00 pm
Communicating with Candor and NOT Chaos 
Dr. Candice McDonald 
There is no room for chaos in effective communication. 
The art of message delivery is critical for being effective for 
both the supervisor and the employee. This session will help 
you gain the skills to say anything to anyone candidly and 
professionally effectively. Learn how to communicate to your 
supervisor effectively; provide feedback to those you lead; 
address openly and professionally uncomfortable topics 
in the workplace and learn the art of navigating through 
difficult conversations.  

12:00 pm  |  Lunch with exhibitors
sponsored by

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm  BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Fire and Life Safety Educators Round Table (FLSE)
IFIA FLSE Committee
This presentation, facilitated by Fire and Life Safety 
Education Committee members, will provide a round 
table for attendees to discuss best practices, concerns, 
and other FLSE related issues. 

Trained Crowd Managers: Force Multipliers for 
your Fire Prevention Efforts  (CODES)
Jim Tidwell
With budgets tight in every fire department, fire 
prevention is an attractive target for cost savings. 
One method to enhance public safety in a community 
is to apply the fire code requirements for trained 
crowd managers. With proper training, trained crowd 
managers can provide additional eyes and ears to 
assure public assembly venues meet the minimum 
requirements for safety.   

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
Raffles and Hospitality Bar in the Exhibition Hall
Hospitality Bar sponsored by IL Chapter of the NFSA, 
and NIFSAB
sponsored by
 

5:00 pm
End of Day – Evening on your own

FREE for IFIA 
members! 

$25 for non-
members
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Thursday, March 23
8:00 am – 8:30 am
Updates from the Office of the State Fire Marshal

8:30 am – 10:30 am 
NFPA 3000 – Mitigating the Impact of an Active 
Shooter/Hostile Event
Otto Drozd

The presentation will provide a historical perspective on 
the growing number of active shooter incidents across the 
United States, and a look at critical after-action findings. The 
presentation will then detail how consecutive active shooter 
responses led to the advent of NFPA 3000—Standard for 
an Active Shooter/Hostile Event Response. The Standard 
development process will be touched upon as well as 
its primary components applicable to towns, cities, and 
counties of all sizes and configurations. A major focus of 
the presentation will be on the cross-functional nature of 
the Standard which seeks to unify Law Enforcement, Fire, 
EMS, Schools, and the private sector in planning, preparing, 
responding, and recovery. The objective is to provide 
communities with the best chance of survival throughout 
active shooter and hostile events.

10:30 am – 11:00 am  |  Break 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Mayday for Mental Health
Understanding Substance Use Disorder and its 
Link in the Fire Service
Dan DeGryse
In everyday life, people turn to alcohol and/or drugs for 
pleasure and to cope. In the fire service the line between 
pleasure and pain relief can seem clear, and other times 
blurred. It is important we seek healthy means to address 
the cumulative stress, traumas, and exposures we encounter 
and manage everyday throughout our careers. When use 
turns to abuse, and possibly a diagnosable disorder in our 
profession, we are affecting not only ourselves, our families, 
and our livelihoods, but our co-workers and the citizens 
we serve. I will begin by identifying various definitions of 
a substance use disorder (SUD). I then will discuss and 
expound on the general consequences of a SUD, why we 
may be susceptible to increased use, barriers to change, 
and the particular impact it has on an individual, family and 
within the fire service community. Finally, I will share what 
we can do to address this longtime concern. 

 12:00 pm  |  Lunch

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Creative Ways to Engage Your Community (FLSE)
Kaitlin King
Learn about the ways Snohomish (WA) Regional Fire & 
Rescue engages residents using creativity, technology, 
and some teaching tricks with their firefighter 
homeschool lessons.   

Managing Hydrogen Hazards: Safety Strategies 
for a Critical Component of the Clean Energy 
Economy (CODES)
Mike Snyder
As an increasingly critical component of clean energy 
systems, Hydrogen is increasingly being viewed as key 
to the decarbonized economy. Hydrogen’s long-term 
success will depend heavily on the proper management 
of its significant fire and explosion hazards. 

This presentation will overview the key aspects and 
requirements for Hydrogen safety as they relate to 
establishing a basis of safety for hydrogen storage, 
handling, and generation operations. Critical aspects 
of risk mitigation strategies will be reviewed using 
control measures identified in NFPA 2 (2020) Hydrogen 
Technologies Code, NFPA 55 (2020) Compressed  
Gases and Cryogenics Fluids Code, and NFPA 497 
(2021), along with several recognized and generally 
accepted good engineering practices involving 
Hydrogen hazards. 

An equipment design case study utilizing applicable 
NFPA codes and standards to ensure adequate 
controls, safeguards, and design considerations for 
managing Hydrogen hazards will also be provided. 

2:30 pm – 3:00 pm  |  Break

BE SURE TO REGISTER 
BY FEBRUARY 22 TO GET 

THE EARLY BIRD RATE
www.illinoisfireinspectors.org
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Thursday, March 23  continued
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Steps to Safety™: A Community Approach to Older 
Adult Fire and Fall Prevention (FLSE)
Andrea Vastis
NFPA’s Steps to Safety™ Prevent Fire and Falls at Home 
program pairs Fire/EMS with community partners to 
educate residents for home fire and fall safety delivered 
through group presentations, home visits, and the 
creation of a local resource network. Formerly titled 
Remembering When™, Steps to Safety (STS) has retooled 
for the changes in the social, physical, and technological 
landscape. It now includes an online professional training 
curriculum and a host of new digitized and print assets to 
support learning and behavior change across the older 
adult lifespan. The approach is one of collaboration, 
engagement, empowerment, and promoting 
independence. Rooted in fire and behavioral science and 
sound educational principles, STS provides the framework 
and tools for Fire/EMS and their health and social service 
partners to impact their community.

Do I Operate a Group H Occupancy? How 
Hazardous Materials Use and Storage Impacts 
Facility Occupancy Classification (Codes)
Mike Snyder
The use and storage of hazardous materials in any structure 
can introduce facilities to several regulatory and permitting 
requirements. One of the most overlooked requirements 
is how hazardous materials utilization impacts the Building 
Code occupancy classification of a facility. 

Model building codes in the United States establish 
strict requirements for hazardous materials through the 
occupancy classification process. These codes rely on the 
accurate determination of Group H occupancy designation 
to ensure proper building features are provided for 
occupant, facility, and emergency responder safety. Building 
codes don’t require the classification of every hazardous 
material use as a high-hazard occupancy, but rather apply 
thresholds that divide any traditional occupancy groups 
from a Group H occupancy. 

This presentation will provide an overview of the model 
building codes used in the United States and describes 
a three-step process to ensure accurate classification. A 
case study featuring significant building code occupancy 
changes spurred by what appear to be minor changes to 
facility use during the COVID-19 pandemic will be featured, 
including the conversion of non-hazardous operations to 
manufacture hand sanitizer. 

4:30 pm
End of Day

Friday, March 24
9:00 am – 10:30 am BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Interacting with the Special Needs Population  
(FLSE)
Joseph Henning 
This presentation will discuss the opportunities members 
of the fire service have to interact with the special needs 
population on a more personalized basis. Topics covered 
will be methods of communication, methods of physical 
interaction, and ways to utilize social media to engage 
those with special needs.

Numerical Modeling of Smoke Transport in High 
Rise Buildings – A Case Study (CODES)
Muthu K. Selvaraj
Residential fires are a serious threat to life and property. 
In case of an accident, the fire and the resulting 
smoke must be contained within the area of origin 
(compartmentalization) to provide a safe egress path 
for residents. Visual obscuration from smoke delays 
the egress time. Further, smoke inhalation can be fatal. 
This work reports numerical simulations, conducted at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute to represent the smoke 
movement in a high rise building in New York City for a 
fire that happened in 2022. This fire was located inside a 
high-rise residential building in the Bronx and killed 17 
people. The fire started in an apartment at the second 
floor. The fire-resistant doors in several apartments and 
in the stairwells of the building were faulty. This resulted 
in smoke movement throughout most of the building. 
To simulate this, a three-dimensional CAD model of the 
building was designed by a team from the New York 
Times and meshed using PyroSim®. The simulations were

Join Us!
6:00 pm  |  Social Gathering
6:30 pm  |  Banquet
9:00 pm  |  Karaoke
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Friday, March 24  continued 
carried out using the Fire Dynamics Simulator from the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology. The 
numerical model has been validated by comparing the 
time and sequence of events that occurred in the actual 
fire with the predicted results. A parametric study was 
conducted to represent several potential scenarios. 
Extreme scenarios, with all stairwell doors opened 
(worst-case) and all stairwell doors kept closed (best-
case), were also studied. Results in terms of temperature, 
visibility, and soot concentration fields were compared 
between cases to emphasize the critical importance of 
compartmentalization in high-rise buildings. 

10:30 am – 12:00 pm BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Developing Lesson Plans and Understanding 
State Standards (FLSE)
Betsy Dine and Marisa Schrieber
Attendees will learn how to create lesson plans 
for various ages groups. They will also learn how 

to navigate the Illinois Board of Education State 
Standards and apply them to their lesson plans. The 
second half of the presentation will have attendees 
create lesson plans that can be shared with the group. 

Wicked Code Problems (CODE)
Michael O’Brian
This program will dive into current topics that have 
been recently updated in the code development 
process, and how the fire code official can benefit 
from these changes. The program will discuss recent 
changes to mass timber, transition in refrigerants, 
battery manufacture, and recycling, as well as other 
topics facing our industry.

12:00 pm
End of Conference

Thank You for Attending. See you in 2024.

5

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Registration can be made at the IFIA website.  Visit www.illinoisfireinspectors.org, or click here.

CONFERENCE FEES
By February 22nd
Full Conference - $325
Daily Rate:
Wed or Thurs - $175
Fri - $100

After February 22nd
Full Conference - $395 
Daily Rate:
Wed or Thurs - $225
Fri - $125

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
A block of rooms has been reserved with Par-A-Dice 
Hotel at a rate of $103 plus tax for single/double 
occupancy. 

The cost of the hotel room is not included in the 
registration fee. To make a hotel reservation please 
contact the hotel directly by phone or website. Payment 
for the hotel must be paid separately and sent directly to 
the hotel.

Par-A-Dice Hotel 
21 Blackjack Blvd., East Peoria, IL 61611
309.699.7711  |  www.paradicecasino.com

Room reservations for the conference can be made by 
calling 1.800.547.0711 and referencing code FIRC23C or 
by going to www.paradicecasino.com/groups and typing 
in FIRC23C.

Tuesday’s Pre-Conference session is FREE to               
IFIA members.

If your organization is not a member of the IFIA, the cost 
is only $25.

Register Today!

http://www.illinoisfireinspectors.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6dfvyZBDDWS9Ua_lnn64Sbo3wH1PepljP90mFqBtKT2trtA/viewform
http://www.paradicecasino.com
http://www.paradicecasino.com/groups
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
General Sessions  $1,000 per morning   
(Wednesday, Thursday) 
Signage at the room entrance, acknowledgment at the 
beginning of the session, recognition in the program 

Networking/Early Travelers Hospitality Bar  $1,500  
(Tuesday) 
Signage at the event, recognition in the program

Showcase Live Music Sponsor  $675 
(Wednesday during the Exhibitor Showcase) 
Signage at the event, recognition in the program

Karaoke Sponsor  $650 
(Thursday Evening) 
Signage at the event, recognition in the program

Breakfast Sponsor  $250 per morning  
(Thursday, Friday)

Signage at breakfast, recognition in the program 

Morning Break Sponsor  $350 per morning  
(Thursday, Friday)  
Quarter page ad in the program, signage at the break

Lunch Sponsor  $500 
(Thursday)  
Signage at lunch, recognition in the program

Afternoon Break Sponsor  $350 per afternoon  
(Tuesday, Thursday)  
Quarter page ad in the program, signage at the break

PROGRAM ADVERTISEMENTS ONLY
Artwork is required BY February 17, 2023
$1,000  Full page
$600  Half page
$300  Quarter page 
$150  Business card 

Sponsors and advertisers to provide ready-to-use 
artwork. To meet printing deadlines, a high-quality full-
color TIFF, JPEG or PDF file must be submitted by Feb. 17 
to ifiafire@illinoisfireinspectors.org. 

To sign up to become a sponsor or advertiser please 
visit our website at www.illinoisfireinspectors.org.

EXHIBITOR TABLE  $350
Includes 8 x 10 booth space, lunch for one person and 
company will be listed in our conference program

Exhibitor spaces will cost only $350 this year. The 
cost will be reduced to $275 if the exhibitor provides a 
$50 gift for the raffle. 

• Electricity, if needed, $30
• Additional lunches after two (2) are $35.

Exhibitor spaces are limited, and are on a first come 
basis. All exhibitors will be listed in the on-site program 
as well as on an exhibitor sign in the room.  

SPONSORSHIPS & EXHIBITORS SHOWCASE
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Join us for a ONE DAY exhibitor showcase. On March 22nd, from Noon – 5 p.m., we will host an exhibitor showcase. 
Educational classes will conclude early at 3 p.m. Attendees will have access to the showcase room from 3 - 5 p.m., as 
well as during lunch – which is held in the same room. A hosted hospitality bar will be provided during the afternoon 
showcase, and a raffle will be held at the conclusion of the day.

If you are unable to participate in the showcase, and would like to support the education of fire inspectors and fire and 
life safety educators in Illinois, the following sponsorships are available:

Registration is available on our website at illinoisfireinspectors.org 
or by calling our office at 224.387.3340.

mailto:ifiafire%40illinoisfireinspectors.org?subject=
http://www.illinoisfireinspectors.org
http://www.illinoisfireinspectors.org


Fire and Life Safety Conference
March 22 – 24, 2023

DANIEL DEGRYSE, CFO, BA, BS, CADC, CEAP  
Dan is a retired Battalion Chief following a 30-year career with 
the Chicago Fire Department. Presently, Dan is the Director of 
the Rosecrance Florian Program, a program he helped create 
that offers a tailored approach to treat first responders and 
military personnel facing substance use and mental health 
issues. He has over 30 years of clinical experience working in 
the mental health field providing individual, group, and family 
therapy. He has presented and led trainings for fire and police 
departments locally and nationally, and has collaborated 
with state, national, and international organizations to build 
behavioral health and peer support curriculum.

ELIZABETH DINE
Elizabeth “Betsy” Dine has been the Fire and Life Safety 
Education Coordinator for the Orland Fire Protection District, 
Orland Park, IL, for almost 10 years. She currently teaches 
different programs throughout the district which include children 
in pre-school, kindergarten, 1 grade, 2nd grade and 3rd grade 
classrooms. She runs different senior programs which include 
Coffee and Conversation, and a Dementia Memory Café.  

Betsy is both a certified Fire Inspector and a Youth Firesetter 
Intervention Specialist, through the Illinois State Fire Marshal 
Office, for the Orland Fire District.

On October 8, 2015, she was awarded the Illinois Fire Safety 
Educator Award by the Illinois Fire Safety Alliance. She also 
received the New Horizon Award on October 23, 2015, from the 
Illinois Fire Inspectors Association. Both of these were awarded 
for making a difference in her community in which she works.

After Betsy graduated college, she received a degree in 
Montessori Education at Meca Seton Center in Hinsdale, IL. 
Betsy previously taught 7th and 8th grade self-contained 
special needs children. She also taught in the 3rd and 5th 
grade classrooms, all in the Chicago Public Schools. 

Betsy holds a Master of Arts in Elementary Teaching from 
National Louis University-Chicago, IL. She holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Social Work from St. Mary’s University-Winona, 
MN. Betsy completed her Public Fire and Life Safety 
Educator Certification through the Illinois Office of the State 
Fire Marshal in 2013. She currently serves on the Illinois 
Fire Inspector Associations’ Fire and Life Safety Education 
Committee and Conference Committee. 

OTTO DROZD III
Otto Drozd III is the Executive Secretary of the Metropolitan 
Fire Chiefs Association and has 35 years of experience in fire 
and emergency services, including 20 years as Fire Chief in four 
departments across Florida and Texas. He holds bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in Public Management and is a graduate of 
the U.S. National Fire Academy Executive Fire Officer Program, 
was awarded a fellowship to attend Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School, and he holds a Chief Fire Officer Designation 
from the Commission on Professional Credentialing. In addition 
to leading large municipal and county fire departments in 
Seminole County, FL; Orange County, FL; El Paso, TX; and 

Hialeah, FL. Drozd has championed efforts that will have an 
enduring impact on fire and life safety. His initiative and insights 
spurred the fast-tracked development of NFPA 3000™, Standard 
for an Active Shooter/Hostile Event Response (ASHER) Program 
beginning in October 2016. Chief Drozd is a frequent presenter 
at national and international conferences. Chief Drozd is the 
Past President of the IAFC/NFPA Metropolitan Fire Chiefs 
Association, a Past IAFC 2nd VP, and Past President of the Florida 
Fire Chiefs Association. His expertise reflects years of community 
involvement, including urban planning contributions, as well as 
faith-based and educational volunteering roles.

BRENE DUGGINS
Brene Duggins is a Fire Prevention Educator with Pinecroft 
Sedgefield Fire Department in Greensboro, NC. During her 
21 years as a volunteer in the fire service, she has shared 
her passion for technology and education across not only 
the state of North Carolina, but across the United States 
and into Canada, teaching the public, as well as fire service 
personnel, to enhance their own programs through the 
integration of technology. During COVID, she began 
Ms. D’s Virtual PD, which is a virtual professional 
development training program that combines live training 
sessions and on-demand training opportunities for public 
school personnel and fire service personnel. Brene was the 
2022 NFPA Educator of the Year. She is a Past-Chair of the 
NC Eastern Region Fire and Life Safety Educators Association 
and also is the 2nd Vice-Chair of the North Carolina Fire and 
Life Safety Educator Association State Council. Her day job 
is as the Media Coordinator at Oak Grove High School in 
Davidson County, NC, and she is also a Past President of the 
North Carolina School Library Association.

JOSEPH HENNING
Joseph Henning is a retired Fire Chief, having served with 
the Quincy Illinois Fire Department for 28 years, the last 
12 as Chief. During his time with the Department, Chief 
Henning was extensively involved with public education 
and training. This, coupled with his background of being 
a CODA (Child of Deaf Adults), lead him to implement 
some new inclusiveness initiatives during his time as Chief. 
Chief Henning now serves as the Fire Science Program 
Coordinator for Western Illinois University.

Chief Henning is married to Danyelle, and has three children 
and two grandchildren, He has previously served in the 
following capacities:

•  Board Member – Camp Callahan, a camp for individuals 
with Special Needs

•  Scoutmaster Troop 25 – A special needs troop for men of 
all ages

•  Past President of the Mississippi Valley Council Boy 
Scouts of America

•  Former Area Representative, and Director, with the Illinois 
Fire Chiefs Association

• 2019 Illinois Fire Chiefs Association Fire Chief of the Year   

SPEAKER BIOS
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KAITLIN KING
Kaitlin King is going on her 4th year as a Public Education 
Specialist with Snohomish Regional Fire & Rescue (SRFR) in 
Snohomish County, Washington. Before working for SRFR, 
Kaitlin was a high school English & French teacher. With 
six years of teaching experience, Kaitlin regularly uses her 
years in the classroom to inform her teaching and program 
development for the fire service.  

CANDICE MCDONALD
Dr. Candice McDonald is a former NASA federal agent who 
has served almost two decades as a firefighter, EMT, EMS 
officer, CE instructor, fire inspector, and PIO. She is the Deputy 
Chief Executive Officer of the National Volunteer Fire Council, 
President of the Cumberland Valley Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association, and an adjunct marketing professor for Eastern 
Gateway Community College. She holds a Doctor of Business 
Administration degree with a specialty in homeland security, 
a master’s degree in organizational leadership, a bachelor’s 
degree in organizational management, and an associate 
degree in human services. 

MICHAEL O’BRIAN
Michael O’Brian is the Fire Chief for the Brighton Area 
Fire Authority, MI with a deep background in codes and 
standards. Chief O’Brian has served on multiple code 
development committees with the NFPA and ICC. 

MARISA SCHRIEBER
Marisa Schrieber currently serves as Fire and Life Safety 
Educator and Public Information Officer for the New Lenox 
Fire Protect District. For the last 10 years she has been 
managing all public education programming, traditional 
and social media, event planning, and any other projects as 
assigned by the Chiefs.  

Prior to her position with New Lenox Fire, Marisa taught 
Kindergarten, Pre-school, and Jr. Kindergarten. She also has 
over 10 years of experience in communications and advertising. 
Marisa continues to bring many of her skills and educational 
experience to her current role within the fire service.

In 2014, she was awarded the Illinois Fire Inspectors 
Association’s New Horizons Award for fire and life 
safety educators with less than three years of service 
actively getting involved and making a difference in her 
departments’ public education efforts.

Marisa holds a Master of Arts in Elementary Teaching 
from Concordia University – River Forest and a Bachelor 
of Science in Interpersonal Communications from the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha. She is currently working 
toward getting her Learning Behavior Specialist certificate. 

In 2013, Marisa completed her FLSE certification through the 
Illinois Office of the State Fire Marshal. She currently serves 
on the Illinois Fire Inspector Associations’ Fire and Life Safety 
Education Committee and Conference Committee.

MUTHU SELVARAJ
Dr. Muthu Kumaran Selvaraj is a postdoctoral fellow in the 
department of Fire Protection Engineering at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. His research is focused on studying 
the multiscale coupling of flow, fire and vegetation and its 
influence on wildland fire behavior and plume development 
for risk mitigation in prescribed burns. He received his Ph.D. 
from the Indian Institute of Technology Madras in India. His 
areas of interest include numerical simulation of reactive 
flows, laminar flames, discrete particle flows, wildland fire 
spread and Computational Fluid Dynamics.     

MIKE SNYDER
Michael D. (Mike) Snyder serves as Vice President, 
Operational Risk Management for DEKRA Process Safety, 
a trusted advisor in Chemical Process Safety testing and 
consulting services. 

Mike was previously the Global Director of Safety and Loss 
Prevention for Dow Corning Corporation, responsible for 
leading the company’s Occupational and Process Safety 
programs. He also is a retired Fire Chief and Fire Marshal 
from the Auburn-Williams Fire District. 

Mike currently serves on the Center for Chemical Process 
Safety (CCPS) Advisory Board and is a former member of the 
NFPA Standards Council. He currently serves as a Technical 
Committee member on NFPA 30, Flammable & Combustible 
Liquids Code, NFPA 1, Fire Code, and NFPA 1720, Standard 
for the Organization and Deployment of Fire Suppression 
Operations, Emergency Medical Operations and Special 
Operations to the Public by Volunteer Fire Departments. 

Mike obtained a bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering 
from Cornell University, and a master’s degree in 
Occupational Safety & Health from Columbia Southern 
University. He is a registered professional engineer in 
Michigan, a Certified Safety Professional, and a Certified Fire 
Protection Specialist (CFPS).

JIM TIDWELL
Jim started in the fire service in 1973 as a firefighter with the 
Fort Worth Texas Fire Department. His career there spanned 
three decades, splitting his service between fire rescue 
operations and fire prevention/administration. He served in 
every rank in the department, including many years as Fire 
Marshal and a short stint as Interim Chief of the Department. 
He retired from Fort Worth in 2003 and accepted a position 
with the International Code Council, where he managed 
much of the Government Relations department, including 
fire service relations. In 2009, Jim decided to open his own 
consulting shop, where he has assisted interested parties in 
pursuing code changes to NFPA and ICC codes that advance 
public safety in general and fire fighter safety.

In 2009, several fire service leaders approached Jim about 
developing training class for crowd managers. The fire codes 
required trained crowd managers, but the training offerings 
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JIM TIDWELL continued
were very sparse and difficult to access. Jim started a new 
company to develop what is now the on-line crowd manager 
training that is recognized throughout the fire service as the 
premiere offering in the space. 

Jim’s past achievements include service on the National 
Advisory Council of the Congressional Fire Services Institute; 
the Drafting Committee for the original International Fire 
Code; NFPA-1; NFPA-101; International Code Council Board of 
Directors, Chairman of the first International Fire Code Council; 
founding member of the Fire Prevention Association of North 
Texas; and numerous other fire service-related duties. 

Jim has authored two books, published many articles, 
developed numerous seminars, and provided instruction to 
professionals and college students alike.  

Professional affiliations include the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs, International Code Council, National Fire 
Protection Association, Congressional Fire Services Institute, 
and a host of other national, regional, state, and local public 
safety organizations.

ANDREA G. VASTIS
Andrea G. Vastis, MPH, is the Sr. Director of Public Education 
at the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), with 
oversight of fire and life safety and wildfire education efforts. 
She received her Bachelor of Science degree in K-12 Health 
Education from Rhode Island College, and her Master of 
Public Health with a concentration in Social and Behavioral 
Sciences from Boston University. She has over 25 years of 
experience in public health education and programming 
spanning worksite wellness, government, academia, and 
healthcare. Her focus is on improving access to education 
and healthcare, eliminating health disparities, supporting the 
profession of fire and life safety education, and providing 
culturally relevant programming. Prior to joining NFPA in 
June of 2018, she was Sr. Manager of Pharmacy Product 
Development for Patient Care Programs at CVS Health. She 
lives with her husband Ken Carlson, their two daughters Lily 
and Shuwei, and dog Bubba in Seekonk, Massachusetts.  

SPEAKER BIOS

5 YEARS
Aurora FD
Barrington Countryside FPD
Barrington FD
Bartlett FD
Batavia FD
Bedford Park FD
Belleville FD
Berwyn FD
Bolingbrook FD
Broadview FD
Buffalo Grove FD
Channahon FPD
Deerfield-Bannockburn FPD
East Peoria FD
Edwardsville FD
Elk Grove Township FPD
Franklin Park FD
Glenview FD
Grayslake FPD
Hinsdale FD
Itasca FD
LaGrange Park FD
Manteno FPD
McHenry Township FPD
Mokena FPD
North Maine FPD
Oak Forest FD

Orland FPD
Oswego FPD
Park Forest FD
Park Forest FD
Palos Heights FPD
River Forest FD
Roberts Park FPD
Rockford FD
Springfield FD
Sterling FD
Sugar Grove FPD
Tinley Park FD
Waukegan FD
Westchester FD
Westmont FD
Wheeling FD

10 YEARS
Carol Stream FPD
Fermilab
Gurnee FD
Hampshire FPD
Havana FD
Kaneville FPD
Lake Forest FD
Lincolnwood FD
St. Charles FD
Streamwood FD

15 YEARS
Addison FPD
Algonquin FPD
Alsip FD
Arlington Heights FD
Bloomingdale FPD
Bristol Kendal FPD
Cary FPD
Darien-Woodridge FPD
Downers Grove FD
East Dundee FPD
Elk Grove Village FD
Elmhurst FD
Flossmoor FD
Frankfort FPD
Glenside FPD
Homer Township FPD
Lemont FPD
Libertyville FD
Lincolnshire-Riverwoods FPD
Lisle-Woodridge FPD
Lombard FD
Midlothian FD
Montgomery-Countryside FPD
Naperville FD
New Lenox FPD
Normal FD
North Palos FPD

Oak Lawn FD
Palatine FD
Peoria FD
Plainfield FPD
Pleasantview FPD
Quincy FD
Rock Island FD
Romeoville FD
Roselle FD
Schaumburg FD
Warrenville FPD
Wauconda FPD
West Dundee FD
Winnetka FD
Woodstock FD
Zion FD

We’d like to acknowledge those departments that have had 5, 10, and 15 years of 
continuous membership with the IFIA. Without you we could not be successful. 

Thank you for your support.


